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Melinda Zytaruk (left), CEO and president of Tooketree Passive Homes, and 
Rick Zytaruk, the company's chief financial officer, say their Baysville-based 
business aims to house people, responsibly. April 5, 2019. - Muskoka Founders 
Circle photo 

  



 

Tooketree Passive Homes lead carpenter Glen Byrom (left) and chief financial 
officer Rick Zytaruk meet on the company's' factory floor in Baysville as the 
business sets to release its first constructed home. April 5, 2019. - Tooketree 
Passive Homes photo 
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BAYSVILLE — Tooketree Passive Homes wants to house people, responsibly. 

The company, based in Baysville, is one of five innovative Muskoka businesses 
shortlisted for the 2019 Founders Choice Award, which will be announced by the 
Muskoka Founders Circle at the Impact Awards Night at the JW Marriott in Minett 
on April 11. 

First prize is $15,000, while second prize is $5,000. Funds support economic 
development through business startup or expansion. 

“We all know there is a huge demand for housing in our region, throughout 
Ontario and beyond,” Melinda Zytaruk, company CEO and president, told 
Muskoka Founders Circle in a video interview. “We don’t have enough safe 
homes that are healthy and affordable to operate with reasonable energy costs.” 



She noted the regional government had identified a shortfall of 5,000 homes 
today, with an additional 1,000 added to the shortfall each year. 

The company, launched in 2018, paired the demand for homes with a desire for 
lower energy costs, hypoallergenic spaces and environmentally responsible 
construction. 

Homes were largely constructed and insulated on the company’s factory floor 
before transfer and assembly at the build site. 

“We truck the panels to your home — they might be 20 feet long, they might be 
10 feet long — but within a couple days we have basically built the shell of your 
house,” said Melinda. 

Rick Zytaruk, chief financial officer for the company, later told this newspaper that 
the first home would launch in April with three more following close behind. 

He said Melinda, who has lived in the area for the past 12 years and previously 
renovated homes, saw the need for an industry shift toward socially and 
environmentally responsible, attainable homes. 

“Melinda is socially conscious. She knows lots of people here, many in difficulty,” 
said Rick. “She knows how hard it is to live up here if you’re not a millionaire 
living on a lake.” 

He said the homes also had to be manufactured in a new way, both quickly and 
efficiently amid labour shortages, and also constructed with carbon-conscious 
materials and other environmental considerations. 

“We have to change the building industry,” he said, while thinking of his 
grandchildren. “We’re trying to be part of the solution.” 
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